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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


                          
WELCOME TO “CUIC NOTES”


Welcome to the online newsletter for Churches Uniting in Christ. We hope that this will be a useful resource-taking advantage of our technological resources-to share with the many of you who are the energy of CUIC what is happening through the Coordinating Council, the CUIC Task Forces, and the Director’s Office and to help you share with each other how you are living out the vision and commitments of CUIC in your communities.




Our plan is to publish 4 times per year, timed to the seasons and special days on our church calendars--Advent, Pentecost and World Communion Sunday.  Please help us develop “CUIC NOTES” into a resource that will bring the friends of CUIC closer together.  Share your news, worship ideas, and thoughts about the “Marks” of Churches Uniting in Christ.

...SINCE MEMPHIS 2002
In May of 2002, Rev. Dr. Bertrice Y. Wood began as Director of Churches Uniting in Christ.  The office became located in the United Church of Christ headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio.  In April of 2003, Bobbi Perkins-White was employed as administrative assistant.
NEWS FROM LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE CUIC GROUPS:
·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ongoing activities in Memphis – Since the CUIC Inaugural Event in January, 2002, the CUIC churches in Memphis have continued active engagement in common worship and witness.  On October 5, 2003, World Communion Sunday, the Memphis Metropolitan Coordinating Council held their second community wide worship service.   Their next CUIC worship service is scheduled for January 18, 2004, as part of a weekend program. Dr. Paul Crow will be the guest preacher.   The churches are gathering resources for a Dismantling Racism Workshop and have distributed a flyer inviting church members to express their interest in various “Opportunities for Servant Leadership.”

· The Rev. Dr. Richard Hamm (Christian Church Disciples of Christ) was the preacher at an Indiana Statewide Celebration of Churches Uniting in Christ on October 5, World Communion Sunday.  His sermon was titled “Post-Modern Ecumenism: Emergency!”  Already in the planning stages is another state wide CUIC worship service for October 3, 2004, in South Bend.  



· The Rev. Robert Loesch reported on the World Communion Sunday Second Annual Western Massachusetts Ecumenical Service of Holy Communion held in Springfield.  The worship service was preceded by a discussion about “Implementing Churches Uniting in Christ at the Local Level.”


· The Rev. Lydia Veliko (UCC Ecumenical Officer) reported on an event in New York State at which she spoke in October.  It was initiated by Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Episcopal, and United Church of Christ members who are seeking how to translate the commitments of CUIC into mission in their local area.

· The statewide CUIC committee in Missouri is preparing for a statewide worship celebration on January 11, 2004, in Columbia at the Missouri United Methodist Church.  The Rev. Dr. Emanuel Cleaver II is the scheduled preacher. The service will focus liturgically on an act of reconciliation regarding racism and will include celebration of the Eucharist.  The state committee has had several retreats involving church leaders.  The most recent retreat was on combating racism and included denominational anti-racism teams.
...NEWS FROM THE COORDINATING COUNCIL AND TASK FORCES

· COORDINATING COUNCIL


The press release from the October 2003 meeting of the Coordinating Council in Louisville stated: “Dr. Bertrice Wood, Director of Churches Uniting in Christ (CUIC), began a recent meeting of the Coordinating Council of CUIC with the positive assessment that, ‘Churches Uniting in Christ is finding momentum in relation to solid work that has been done this past year in the three primary areas of its life: local/regional initiatives, racial justice, and the reconciliation of ministries.’  Meeting in Louisville in the national offices of the Presbyterian Church (USA) ...the Coordinating Council heard reports from its three Task Forces and began a process of strategic planning for the future.”

The Officers of Churches Uniting in Christ are:



President - Bishop Melvin Talbert, United Methodist Church


Vice-President - The Rev. Dr. Suzanne Webb, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)



Secretary - The Rev. C. Dana Krutz,  Episcopal Church



Treasurer - Elder James N. Tse, Presbyterian Church (USA)

· LOCAL AND REGIONAL ECUMENISM TASK FORCE

The Local and Regional Ecumenism Task Force has identified several initiatives to engage the member churches of CUIC, at the local, state, and regional levels, more fully into life and witness of Churches Uniting in Christ.  Pilot programs are being developed in Denver, Los Angeles, and Memphis, involving local religious leaders and councils of churches.  The Task force is also working to build relationships with seminaries and theological communities related to CUIC member communions.  Conversations with some seminary leadership have identified the role that polity courses highlighting CUIC and its churches would have in enhancing the ecumenical formation of emerging church leadership.  The Rev. Kathy Reeves, (Presbyterian Church [USA]), is Task Force convener.
· MINISTRY TASK FORCE

The Ministry Task Force has met 5 times attending to its task of preparing a foundation for the mutual recognition and mutual reconciliation of ordained ministries among the CUIC member communions.  Following conversations aimed at helping task force members understand the ecclesiologies and patterns of ministry that characterize the churches, a writing group has begun to prepare a draft text of a proposal for consideration and action by the member communions in mid-2005. The Rev. Dr. Harrison Bonner, (African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church), is convener of the Ministry Task Force.


· RACIAL JUSTICE TASK FORCE




The Racial Justice Task Force is organizing a consultation for March 29, 2004, in Chicago that will bring together church leaders, academics, seminary students, and grassroots workers who are committed to the eradication of racism. The theme of the consultation is “Eradicating Racism: Liberating Tomorrow’s Children”   Bishop Steven Charleston, President and Dean of Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, will be the keynote speaker.  Most of the day will be spent in 8 working groups in order to prepare models which the churches might use in pursuing our commitment as CUIC churches to work for racial justice. The Rev. Jayne Oasin, (Episcopal Church), is convener of this task force.

...A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CHURCHES UNITING IN CHRIST

A thought in the Season of Advent: The image of preparation has engaged my thinking these days.  I am reminded of a bible study that I attended as a steward for the 1975 Nairobi Assembly of the World Council of Churches.  It was my first large international, ecumenical gathering and took place during the Season of Advent.  One of the participants in the study group commented that too often Christians overlook the active role we are called to take in preparing for the birth of Jesus.  Using the imagery of a procession and the text of Isaiah 40, he commented that much of our task is to prepare the way by clearing obstacles that impede the incoming of the reign of God.  These recent months since the inaugural of CUIC have involved a great deal of preparation: preparation for consultations, for resources, for pilot projects, for documents for the communions’ consideration. That is one way of looking at “preparing the way”.  A more poignant, faithful way perhaps is to consider how, through the work that we do to eradicate racism and all types of exclusion, we help to remove the obstacles that keep us unprepared to share in the peace and justice of God’s reign.  The same is true for the challenge we have accepted to overcome the divisiveness in our churches as we strive toward the mutual recognition and reconciliation of our ministries.  I am grateful for being part of the CUIC community and for the work that so many of you do in fulfilling the commitments we have made with each other.
THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO:
-updating of the CUIC website which Eden Theological Seminary continues to maintain for us- www.cuicinfo.org.
-revision of the Inaugural Worship Service for ongoing use.  This will soon be available on the website.  

DATES TO NOTE:

-January 18-25, 2004: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Theme: “My Peace I Give You”


-January 19, 2004: Commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s Birthday

-National Workshop on Christian Unity-May Omaha, Nebraska.  There will be a CUIC luncheon and CUIC worship service.


Now, what you can do to make “CUIC NOTES” work:   
Please send to us reports of initiatives and activities in which churches in your area are engaged.  Our e-mail, fax and address may be found at the end of this newsletter.
Pass this newsletter on through your denominational and local networks.

Tell us what you would like to hear about in future newsletters.  Unsolicited contributions will be gratefully received and included in future newsletters as appropriate.
If you received this letter by “snail mail” and you have an e-mail address we hope you will write us at cuic@ucc.org and let us know what it is so that we can save time, money and a tree or two.

THE MARKS OF CHURCHES UNITING IN CHRIST...A REMINDER

Briefly, a reminder of the commitments that we and our communions made with and to each other... (Full text)
· Mutual Recognition of each other as authentic expressions of the one church of Jesus Christ

· Mutual recognition of one Baptism

· Mutual recognition that each affirms the apostolic faith of Scripture and Tradition expressed in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds

· Provision for celebration of the Eucharist together with intentional regularity

· Engagement together in Christ’s mission on a regularly scheduled basis, especially in shared mission to combat racism

· Intentional commitment to promote unity with wholeness and to oppose all marginalization and exclusion in church and society based on such things as race, age, gender, forms of disability, sexual orientation and class

· Appropriate structures of accountability and appropriate means for consultation and decision making

· An ongoing process of theological dialogue

Joy, Love, Hope and Peace to all during this Christmas season
Rev. Dr. Bertrice Y. Wood, Director

Bobbi Perkins-White, Administrative Assistant

Churches Uniting in Christ
700 Prospect Avenue

Cleveland, OH  44115

Phone:  216-736-3294             Fax:  216-736-3295

e-mail:  cuic@ucc.org
website: www.cuicinfo.org
Advent 2003








