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In the USA and Canada:
770 793 Members

3717 Congregations

35 Geographical Regions

Ministry
7197 Clergy
3412 8erving Parishes

Finances
Total Contributions
503 40 38200
Bemevolences
45 491 828 0

Brief History

The Chnstian Church (Disciples of Christ) began as two similar movements,
committed to seeking Christian unity, which came together in 1832, Barton W.
Stone, a Presbylerian minister in Kentucky, called his movement the “Christians™.
Thomas and Alexander Campbell (father and son), began the “Disciples of Christ”
movement among Presbylenans in Westem Pennsylvania.  In 1832 the two
movements merged, never intending to become a denomination. From the 18305 o
the 1890s, Disciples were the most rapidly growing church in the United States. In
1968, after a decade of study, Disciples voted 1o restructure its life in approving the
Provisional Design for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United
States in Canada .

Women in Ministry

Women are active in the
ordained ministry of the
Christian Church
(Drisciples of Christ). At
present, approximately
22% of clergy are women.

Organization

The Christian Church (Disciples of Chnst) s structured into three manifestations
{congregational, regional and general) with strong but voluntary tes. These three
manifestations operate as equals and manage their own finances, property and
programs. The primary unit is the congregation. Congregations are organized into
35 peographical regions in the US. and Canada. Regions provide support o
congregations, and are responsible, along with them, flor ordaining and licensing
minmisters. Al the nationalinternational level, the church™s main representative body
15 the General Assembly. This body meets every two vears and consists of both lay
and ordained voling delegates from each congregation a8 well as all ordained
mumsters. The chiel executive s called the General Minister and President, whio
is elected by the General Assembly. In addition, a General Board of 160-voting
members, at least half of whom must be lay persons, meets annually, and a 44-
member Administrative Commitiee, similarly lay-onented, meets mone frequently.
These groups are presided over by an elected moderator.
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Major Doctrines Theology

“In essentials, unity; in nonessenfials, liberty; in all things, charity.”

The Disciples historical tradiion and basis lies in promoting Christian unity.
DMsciples tend o view creeds as divisive when used as wests of fellowship, but
the Preamble w the Desipn for the Christian Charch (Disciples of Christ),
adopted in 1968, summarizes its basic theology. It affirms belief in the
Trinitarian God who created the world and who binds Christians in a covenant
of love o Godsell and o one another. Through baptism into Chnst and
commumion of the Holy Sparat, all are called together w discipleship, witness,
and service,

Oither distinetive marks include: lay leadership, congregational government,
ecumenical mvolvement, the centrality of the authorty of Scripture, doctrinal
freedom, believer's baptism by immersion, and weekly cormmunion.

Worship and Sacrament

The beliefs and worship practices of the Disciples are similar 1o those in a
number of other depormnations.  This 12 summarized by Rev. Kenneth
Teepgarden, General Minister and President Emeritus:

We Dusciples hoave beliefs and practices in common with all sorls of
Christians. These apparent similarities  sometimes are  superficial,
sometimes fundamental, We baptize by immersion, so we look ke
Baptisis. We have Communion every Sunday, so we look a bit like Roman
Catholice. We stress the munistry of the laity, so we look a lle hke
Cheakers. Ouwr congregations call thetr pastors rather than aocepting
assipred ministers, so in that respect we look like Presbyterians. We rely
hemly on preaching and feaching, vo we look somewhat ke Methodists,

We have congregational government, so we look a lot Lke the United
Church of Christ.

Disciples worship 15 often marked by strong  involvement of the lafy.
Individual congregations are free o determine the format and style of worship,
hiturgy, and the Sacrament of Baptism and the Sscrament of Commumon. The
sacrament of Baptism by immersion 15 given 1o vouth or adult bebevers. Since
mfants are nod baptred, they are often welcomed imlo the hife of the
congregation through a ritual known as dedication.

Most congregations celebrate the sacrament of Communion (also called the
Lord's Supper) on a weekly basis. Lay elders often preside at the Lord's Table,
which 15 open © all the baptized. In the case of baptized children (who have
been baptized as infants in other denominations), the decision of whether a child
should participate in communion is lefl o the parents, though a congregation
may provide guidelines.

To become a member of the Disciples, one 15 asked o aflirm the Good
Confession: “T beleve that Jesus is the Chrst, the Son of the living
God."” (Matthew 16:16).

Ecumenical Involvement

The DOC began as  an
goumnenical  movernent. [
Council on Christian Unily
(CCUY developed within the
church o promole ecurmenical
dialogue and relationships. A
refired president of the CCL,
The Rev. Pael A, Crow, Ir.,
was the first General Secretary
of the Consultation on
Church Union (COCTT).

Disciples helped o organize
the Mational Council of
Churches of Christ (NCCC)
and contributed 1= sl lay
president, J. Irwin  Miller
(1960-63). They were founding
members  of the World
Council of Churches (WCC).

In 198%, the Disciples and the
United Church of Christ
(UCC) declared a relationship
of full eommunion, and
1983 and 2001 Dasciples held
their General Assembly jointly

with the UCC General Synod.

Disciples are also engaged in
cogoing  theological dalogue
mternationally with the Roman
Catholic Church (since 1967),
and have a special pariner
relationshap with the  World
Alliance of Reformed
Churches, In 1999, Disciples
launched a dialogue with the
other churches of the Stone-
Campbell farmily.

Important Resources

Chalice Hymnal (50 Louls:
Chalice Press, 1995).

Year Book & Direciory 2005
Christan Church (Dhsciples of
Christ), 2005.




