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In the United States
108, Bl Members

126 Congregations®

G Rewinns

3 Fones

#56: Have dual
membership with other
denominations, and there
are approximately 1000
non-member churches
which are served by the
ICCLC.

Ministry

374 Clergy

283 Serving Parishes
Financial Data

INot Available.

Briefl History

The International Council of Community Churches (ICCC) 15 an international,
intercultural, interracial fellowship of churches and ministry centers which seeks to
realize Christian unity in local, national, and word relations. The Council seeks
fellowship, mutual support, and common ministies that reflect the unity of all who
see themselves within the Christian tradition.

In 1950, two fellowships in the Community Church movement joined in an historic
merger. Al the time, their joining represented the largest interracial merger of
religious bodies in America. The new creation was the Intemational Council of
Community Churches. Member churches and centers are united to be a fellowship
of ecumenically minded, freedom-loving churches cooperating in fulfilling the
mission of the Church,

Wormnen in Ministry
In 197% Barbara

elected as president of the

ICCC, In 1980, Marion F.
Henley became the frst
African Amercan woman

to lead a major Christian
GO,

Haolt

became the [Orsl woman

Drganization

The structure of the International Council of Community Churches consists of an
Executive Director {clergy), a President (who may be clergy or lay), First and
Second Vice Presidents, Secretary, and Treasurer; a Board of Trustees, and several
Commissions. In the US., the Council is further managed through three
zones and several regpions and areas.

Churches and ministry cemters are considered active members as long as they
support the purpose of the Council, spirially and fnancially. The membership
meels onee 4 year in an open conference. Each active member is eligible o send two
voling delegates. These may be two lay delegates or one lay and one clergy
delegate.

Churches are free and autonomous, own their own property, and choose their own
clergy. The Council does not ordain clerpy (individual churches do), nor does it un
its own educational institulions or missions. However, il does sponsor a number of
national and intemational missions.
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Major Docirines Theology

The 1CCC affirms and supports the night and responsibility of individual
conscience in matters of God, Christ, and the Bible, The ICCC does not endorse
a particular doctrinal statement, although individual churches may have their
own such statements. However, in 1990 il adopted the Consultation on Church
Union (COCU) Churches in Covenant Commanion as one of s marks of unity.
This documnent recognizes the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed as witness
and symbeaols of the faith, and affirms several elements of covenant:
» Faith in one God who through the Word and i the Spirit creates,

redeems, and sanclifies;

» Commitment to Jesus Christ ax Savior and ax the incarnate and risen

Lord;

» Dhedience fo the Holy Scriptures which restify to Tradition and fo
which Tradition testifies, as containing all things necessary for our
salvation as well av being the rule and wltmate standard of faih;

+ Commitment fo faithful paricipation in the two sacraments ordained
by Jesus Christ, baptizm ard Lord's Supper;

+ Commitment fo the evanpelical and prophetic mizsion of God and 1o
Crowd s reign of justice and peace; and,

» Grateful gcceplance of the ministry which the Holy Spirit has
manifestly given to the churches.

Worship and Sacrament

Individual churches have complete avtonomy in making decisions aboul how 1o
worship and celebrate sacramental ntes. For example, members of the Roman
Catholic Rite churches are predominately former Roman Catholic congregants
who have chosen 1o retain that style of worship and Bwrgy. According to J.
Phillip Smith, former moderator of the Council's Faith and Order Commission:
Most Community Church congregations have incorporated a variety of
customs from the nch amav of the Judeo-Christan henlage. Such
flexibility mesns varely in interprefation. But the very variely we
represent is a major characteristic of the ways in which we understand
our cormmon faith, We believe that God loves all and excludes none. We
believe worship tlakes hold of our lhives mepandless of specific
interpretation. S0 we accepl the pluralism of vanous traditions, nol as
obstacles to overcome, bul as mfts 1o celebrate.

Ecumenical Involvement

The ICCC 1= ecumenical by s
very nature as a federation of
mdividual and  autonomous
churches from different
backgrounds, theologies, and
worship  siyles. Individual
churches are encouraged 1o
ke an active mle in local,
regional, and national
ecumenical affairs,

In 1974 the ICCC jowned the
World Council of Churches
(WOCLC), and in 1977 il became
a member of the National
Council of Churches of
Christ, USA (NCCC).

The ICCC joined the
Consultation on  Church
Union (COCU) in 1975, and
in 1990 became the frst
member (o approve the
covenanting proposal Chirches
in Covengnt Compnion.

During the 1960s, the ICCC
engaged in discussions with the
United Church of Christ
),

1950
| The International
Couneil of
Community
Chuorches is creaped
by the merger of the
Biennial Couneil
and the Mational
Caouncil.

1957 “Intemational”™ is
dropped from the name
after mon-11.5.
CONETeEations coass
affiliation. In 1963 the
name is officially
changed to the National
Cooncdl of Community
Churches.

1983 Conpgregations
im Canada and
Migeria join, amd in
1984 the name is
changed again o
the International
Coanell of
Community
Churches.

Important ICCC Resources
Constitution of the ICCC.

Churches in Covenant
Commimion: The Church of
Christ Uniting . The
Consultation on Church Union.

(Princeton, MJ: Consultation on
Church Union, 1989).




