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Statistics 2002
Source: Yearbook of
Americoan & Counadian
Churches 2005
In the United States;
2,320,221 Members
7305 Parishes & Missions
100 Diocesaes
8 Provinces (9 worldwide)
Ministry
16,497 Priests
Financial Data
Total Contrbutions
52070493 019
Benevolences
5270 304 072

Brief History

The Episcopal Church has its roots in the Church of England (sometimes called the
Anglican Church). In 1607 colonists set up the first American Anglican church in
Jamestown, Virginia. By the time of the Revolutionary War, there were over 400
Anglican churches in the colonies. While several of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence in 1776 belonged 1o the church, many members remained loval to the
crown. Even so, after the war, when the official ties to the Church of England wenz
severed, the church remained united. In 1789 delegates assembled at the first
General Convention and created the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA.

Women in Ministry

The General Convention
approved the ordinaton of
women in 1976, Currently
13.8% of ordained priests
are  women. The [irst
female Bishop, the BRev.
Barbara C. Harris, was
consecrated in 1989, There
ame presently mne female
Bizhops (25% of all
Bizhops). However, there
continwe o be 2 dioceses
which do not recognize the

Organization

The basic unil of the Episcopal Church 15 the diocese, which s a geographical
region led by a bishop., The diocese consists of parishes (congregations which are
self-supporting) and missions (which are supported from the outside). Each diocese
may have its own canons , or church laws, in additional o the national canons. The
annual convention s the legislative body for the diocese. The General
Convention, held every three vears, is the governing body of the denomination. Tt
has a bicarmeral structure with a Howse of Bishops and a House of Deputies, which
includes both priests and lay members.

Ondination 15 successive and elective in the Episcopal Church. Bishops begin as
deacons and priesis. Priests are ordained to lead a parish or mission. A reclori=a
priest who leads a parish. The rector is selected by the vestry, with the approval of
the bishop, which 15 the council of people (elected each year) who make decisions in
a parish. An assisting priest in a parish may be called a curate. A vicar is a priest
who leads a mission. Vicars are appointed by the bishop. Deacons assisl a priest or
bishop in parish or diocese work., Unlike the Roman Catholic Church, priests and
bishops in the Episcopal Church may marry and have children. The Episcopal
Church alse recognizes those who are called o religious onders as monks or nuns
and who take vows of chastity, poverly, and obedience.

priesthood of women.
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Major DoctrinesTheology

The tradition, theology, and history of the Episcopal Church s a rich blend of
both Profestantism and Catholicism. Like other Catholic churches (which
melude the Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox churches, and other
Anglican churches), the Episcopal Church mainiaing an historie minmstry of
apostolic succession, where ordmned pnests, deacons, and bishops are
considersd o be spiriiually part of an unbroken hine of succession that dates 1o
Jesus' earliest disciples. They comfess their faith with histoncally catholic
creeds, primarily the Nicene and Apostle’s Creeds. They celebrate two major
Sacraments —Baplism  and EBuchanst. In addition, there are fve lesser
sacramental rites which may occur during worship services or on an mdividoal
basis. Confirmation 15 performed by the Bishop for those who are ready o
make a mature commitment w Chrst. Bishops, prests, and deacons are
consecrated 1o service through the sacrament of Ordination. Women and men
make a lifelong pledge before God through the secrament of Holy Matrimony .
Penance 15 the act of confession of 2ins and the giving of pardon and absolution
by a prest. Unclion 12 the anointing with ol or laving on of hands through
which God’s grace 15 riven for healing . These elements make up the tradition
of the Episcopal Chunch.

Like many Protestant churches, the Episcopal Church places strong emphasis on
the Bible (which may melude the Apocrvphal books) as inspired by God and
through which God sull speaks. In additon w tradition and the Bible, reason is
an important element through which God and the world are undersiood. For
Epizcopalians, faith includes mind as well as beart, and people are o use their
God-given infellect both w mecognize God al work in the world and o
unsderstand God's will.

Underlying all of the above 15 a strong beliel in a Trmitanan God who creates,
redeems, and sustains, and who 1s always at work in the world. The catechism,
or cutline of Taith, sets forth and explans Episcopalian behels in detail.

Worship and Sacrament

Liturgy 15 of central imporance in the Episcopal Church, However, there 15 a
wide range of worship siyles, Worship at “High" churches tends o be nivalisuc
and structured, and may include incense and chanting. “Low™ churches worship
with a simpler or a more conlemporary #lyle. During worship the scriptune
readings follow the Episcopal Lectionary, which sets fonh the Biblical lessons
for the day. The Beok of Common Prayer is the official liurgy, and other
worship materials must be approved by the General Convenlion.

The promary sct of Sunday worship 5 the Holy Euocharist, also called
Communion or the Lord's Supper. Some churches also offer dadly praver
Morming or Evening Prayer), and observe feasis or fasts in memory of the
Sa1mnls.

Baptism of infants or adulls 15 performed by a priest or bishop durnng the weekly
worship service.  Water is always uwsed; Chrism, boly ol that has been
consecrated by a bishop, may also be used. The ECUSA recognizes other
Christian baplisms with waler in the name of the Trinitaran God.

Ecumenical Involvement

The Episcopal Church 15 a
member of both the Waorld
Council of Churches (WCC)
and the MNational Council of
Churches of Christ (NCCC).

In addition, 1 is part of a
worldwide Anglican
Communion which consists of
38 self-gpoverning  church
bodies in over 164 countnes
with approximately 76 million
members. The Archhishop of
Canterbury 15 the prmate of
honor for the Anglican
Communion  worldwide,  but
has no direct governance of the
individeal navonal Churches.

Through the Anglican
Communion, the Episcopal
Church has been involved
official ecumenical dialogoes
with the Roman Catholic
Church [or over thirly vears.
They are also amvolved in
ecumenical  discussions  with
several Orthodox churches.

In July 2000 the Episcopal
Church entered into a
relationship of fall
communion with the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCAJ.

Important Episcopal Resources

The Book of Common Praver.
(Mew York: The Church
Hymmnal Corporation and the

Seabury Press, ]979).

The Hymnal 1982 . (New York:
Church Publishing, Inc., 1982},

The Episcopal Church Annual
2005, Kenneth Quigley, editor.
(Hamsburg, PA: Morchouse
Publishing, 2001).




