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Statistics (1999)
Source: Fearbook of
American & Canadian
Churches 2005,

In the United States:
2.5 million Members
4174 Congregations

77 Annual Confersnces
13 Episcopal Districts

Warldwide:

113 Annual Conferences
19 Episcopal Districts
Ministry

14,428 Ministers (L.5.)

Finanecinl Data
Mot availahle.

Women in Ministry

In 2000, the AME elected
its first female bishop, the
Eev. Dr. W¥ashti
McKenme, She  became
the bishop of the [8th
Episcopal District which
serves southem Africa. At
present  there ame  some

3000 ordained women.
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Major Doctrines/Theology

The AME church broke away from what is now known as the United Methodist
Church (UMC) because of discrimination based om race, rather than over
doctrinal differences. Thus they retain a very similar theology and doctrine o
other Methodist churches. The basis of that theology lies in the thought and
practices of John and Charles Wesley. The two primary theological documents
are the Apostle’s Creed and the Twenty-Five Articles of Religion, based on
the Church of England's 39 Articles of Religion, and sent by Wesley to the US.
o puide the early Methodist Societies.

There is also a strong tradition and emphasis on education and self-help, which
arose out of night classes orignally taught by Richard Allen. In addition,
publishing has been an important ministry: the AME Book Concerm was the
first publishing house owned by African Americans, and has had a major impact
on the African American commumity.

Worship and Sacrament

Worship is central to the life of the AME. Like the other Methodist churches,
the AME church sets forth it worship practices o its Docrimes and
Dvisciplines, end churches have a common hymnel. There ere zlso special
elements of the black worship experience such as that in the AME. According
James Cone, am AME theologian,
Black worship is essentinlly a spivitual experience of the tmoth of
black life. The experience iz spiritual because the people encoumier
the presence of the divine Spirit in their midst ..

Call and response is an essential element of the Slack worship style.

Hlack worship & a communily happening wherein he people

experience the trah of their Ives as Tived together by God's Spirit.

There is no understanding of back warship apart from the presence

of the Spirit... There iy no understanding of Mlack worship apart from

the riphm of the songr and sermon, the passion of prayer and

testimony, the ecstasy of the showt and comverzion as the people

project their humanity in the topetherness of the Spiris.
Preaching and music are central o the worship experience, and congregants
are expected o actively and vocally participate through call and response,
prayer, song, shout, and testimony. Conversion, the accepting of the Holy
Spirit and being born eeein, & snother important element of the worship
service, Two Sacraments are practced—Baptsm of mfants end adults, and
Lord's Supper.

Ecumenical Involvement

The AME is a member of the
National Council of Churches
of Christ (NCCC) end the
World Council of Churches
(WCC).

They are members of the
Conpress of National Black
Churches, an  organibion
which seeks to promote unity
between  churches of  eight
African American
denominations m the United
States.

They ere also active in the
World Methodist Couneil, a
body that seeks to bring
together Methodist and
Weslevan churches ground the
world,. In the US. they am
engeeed moongoing dialopuss
with the African Methodist
Episcopal Fion Church
(AMEZ)., the Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church
(CME), and the United
Methedist Church (URMOC).

Important AME Resources

Doctrines and Discipline ofthe
AME. Churck, (Mashville,
TH: The African hethodist
Episcopal Church, 2000).

The Hymnal, African Methodist
Episcopal Church, (Mushville,
TN: The African Methodist
Episcopal Church, 2000).
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